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NEW AND UPDATED GUIDANCE REGARDING GROUP ACTIVITIES AND 
COMMUNAL DINING, OUTDOOR VISITATION, AND RISK ASSESSMENT AFTER 

COMMUNITY VISITS 

Dear Administrator / Provider / Superintendent: 

The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) released one new and two updated 
guidance documents to assist long-term care (LTC) facilities in safeguarding the health of staff 
and residents. 

The Interim Supplemental Guidance for Allowing Group Activities and Communal Dining in 
Long-Term Care Facilities is new guidance. The Outdoor Visitation Guidance for Long-Term 
Care Settings, and Risk Assessment Template to Assess COVID-19 Exposure Risk for 
Residents/Clients after Community Visits are updated with the latest public health 
recommendations. 

This guidance is in addition to the Safe Start for Long-Term Care Plans. Please refer to the 
appropriate plan for your facility type for further guidance to reduce the potential risk of COVID-
19 transmission to residents and staff. Also continue visiting the DOH website for up to date 
information. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to resident health and safety. If you have any 
questions, please contact DOH using this email address:  HAI-COVID@doh.wa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Goehring, Director 
Residential Care Services 

DSHS: “Transforming Lives” 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2FPortals%2F1%2FDocuments%2F1600%2Fcoronavirus%2FLTCGroupActivity.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccbd7771725784fb8682e08d89ac9c899%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637429538723278115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yumHnVIj0%2FK1zyFXj%2FtqpXs4TTe0P7lyGPLUuTHAJQE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2FPortals%2F1%2FDocuments%2F1600%2Fcoronavirus%2FLTCGroupActivity.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccbd7771725784fb8682e08d89ac9c899%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637429538723278115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yumHnVIj0%2FK1zyFXj%2FtqpXs4TTe0P7lyGPLUuTHAJQE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2FPortals%2F1%2FDocuments%2F1600%2Fcoronavirus%2FLTCOutsideVisit.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccbd7771725784fb8682e08d89ac9c899%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637429538723288063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9hFUUQk9z2WfQlO22W3dfPVEYTFpentvbFgAA11Da8w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2FPortals%2F1%2FDocuments%2F1600%2Fcoronavirus%2FLTCOutsideVisit.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccbd7771725784fb8682e08d89ac9c899%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637429538723288063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9hFUUQk9z2WfQlO22W3dfPVEYTFpentvbFgAA11Da8w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2FPortals%2F1%2FDocuments%2F1600%2Fcoronavirus%2Friskassessment_communityvisit.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccbd7771725784fb8682e08d89ac9c899%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637429538723288063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=O7wRB%2BYo3h24VVSm2j9rbZbSfbS%2Bua3IKYx0p916u20%3D&reserved=0
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mailto:HAI-COVID@doh.wa.gov



