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UPDATES FROM WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
 

Dear Administrator/Provider/Superintendent:  
 
This letter is to notify you of information recently provided by the Department of Health (DOH).  

1. DOH moved all COVID-19 Healthcare Infection Prevention materials to one location on 
the DOH website. Now, regardless of the healthcare setting, all COVID-19 infection 
prevention guidance for healthcare settings can be found here: 
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/InfectionPrevention  

2. Beginning in January 2021, most health care facilities and agencies in Washington are 
eligible for free online respiratory medical evaluation and on site (or mobile) respirator fit 
testing. The DOH fit testing webpage has been updated with new information. County 
assignments have changed for fit testing providers. 
https://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/HealthcareProfessionsandFacili
ties/HealthcareAssociatedInfections/FitTesting    

3. In May 2021, CDC updated recommendations on use of non-NIOSH approved 
respirators. During the COVID-19 pandemic, CDC allowed the use of non-NIOSH 
approved respirators while supplies were limited. As the supply chain for respirators is 
returning to normal, FDA and CDC have revised recommendations to allow only NIOSH 
approved respirators when respiratory protection is needed. For example, use only a 
NIOSH approved N95 respirators when caring for patients/residents/clients who are 
known or suspected to have COVID-19 and for aerosol generating procedures. 
Healthcare workers may continue to wear non-NIOSH approved KN95 and other 
respirators as source control. 

What this means to you, effective immediately: 

 Use only NIOSH approved N95 respirators when respiratory protection is needed 

 Healthcare workers may continue to wear non-NIOSH approved KN95 and other 
respirators as source control only 

 
For more information, please see:  
FDA’s recommendation to transition from use of Non-NIOSH approved respirators 
FDA’s considerations for selecting respirators for your healthcare facility 
CDC’s strategies for optimizing the supply of N95 respirators 
 
To check your respirators 
FDA’s Appendix A - authorized, Non-NIOSH approved respirators manufactured in China  
FDA’s respirator models removed from Appendix A (Respirator Models No Longer Authorized) 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doh.wa.gov%2FEmergencies%2FCOVID19%2FHealthcareProviders%2FInfectionPrevention&data=04%7C01%7Ckatherine.ander%40dshs.wa.gov%7Ceb9c647dd0634ddf916e08d93b1423f0%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637605779980340317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=I1eyNdAtnQhl7BY42TzXqKxUjb2tdDB4nXo6WbLWp04%3D&reserved=0
https://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/HealthcareProfessionsandFacilities/HealthcareAssociatedInfections/FitTesting
https://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/HealthcareProfessionsandFacilities/HealthcareAssociatedInfections/FitTesting
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fmedical-devices%2Fletters-health-care-providers%2Fupdate-fda-recommends-transition-use-non-niosh-approved-and-decontaminated-disposable-respirators&data=04%7C01%7Camy.abbott%40dshs.wa.gov%7Cbcb31c0b514b4dfaec9c08d93b3bea52%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637605950780520903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LP8LDYsEM5ZBSjAXtV%2B8B1CyYGVW8dwp0zwJ7BqXak8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fmedical-devices%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices%2Fconsiderations-selecting-respirators-your-health-care-facility&data=04%7C01%7Camy.abbott%40dshs.wa.gov%7Cbcb31c0b514b4dfaec9c08d93b3bea52%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637605950780530860%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PcBqqxBVIlZnCN8kLwn8lgge4tCT1gpq%2FyV5TfkExD4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fhcp%2Frespirators-strategy%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7Camy.abbott%40dshs.wa.gov%7Cbcb31c0b514b4dfaec9c08d93b3bea52%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637605950780530860%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Rfz67xw43XIbqJ69p0k5IhHrj2mSxNn1lql8Vzl47wc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fmedical-devices%2Fcoronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices%2Fpersonal-protective-equipment-euas%23appendixa&data=04%7C01%7Camy.abbott%40dshs.wa.gov%7Cbcb31c0b514b4dfaec9c08d93b3bea52%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637605950780540814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WX6Dd4VUIwI1qM7GYfIJ7DhYN%2BOUx2%2BMH1CYI6C1zV4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fmedical-devices%2Fcoronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices%2Fpersonal-protective-equipment-euas%23nolongerauth&data=04%7C01%7Camy.abbott%40dshs.wa.gov%7Cbcb31c0b514b4dfaec9c08d93b3bea52%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637605950780550772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=o0UMAkoMfcFsASHnL%2Bf6mPTsKiaCryaYf0hqsxWq%2Fe4%3D&reserved=0
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FDA’s Exhibit 1 – authorized imported, Non-NIOSH disposable filtering facepiece respirators 
(FFR) 
 
Thank you for your continued commitment to resident health and safety. If you have any 
questions, please contact Katherine.Ander@dshs.wa.gov  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Mike Anbesse, Director 
Residential Care Services 

 
DSHS: “Transforming Lives” 

 

 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fmedical-devices%2Fcoronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices%2Fpersonal-protective-equipment-euas%23exhibit1&data=04%7C01%7Camy.abbott%40dshs.wa.gov%7Cbcb31c0b514b4dfaec9c08d93b3bea52%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637605950780550772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ddTgyVnP3d0E32qh6HZDtyge0azHfmXlrTwCN6jo4h4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fmedical-devices%2Fcoronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices%2Fpersonal-protective-equipment-euas%23exhibit1&data=04%7C01%7Camy.abbott%40dshs.wa.gov%7Cbcb31c0b514b4dfaec9c08d93b3bea52%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637605950780550772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ddTgyVnP3d0E32qh6HZDtyge0azHfmXlrTwCN6jo4h4%3D&reserved=0
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