
AFH Administrator Training
Module 4: Getting a Home Inspection

Adult Family Home Administrator Manual, Version 5.2



Agenda 

• Finding Your Adult Family Home 

• Homeowner Associations

• Finding Your Building Inspector

• Building Inspection Checklist

• Septic and Well Water Inspection 
Requirements 

• Adding a Second Home
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Learning Objective

At the end of this module, you will be able to…

• Discuss how to find your AFH and the pros/cons of each option

• Explain how to find and work with your local building inspector

• Describe the building inspection process/checklist

• Identify other inspections that may be required  
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What Do You Know?

True or False

1. You can operate an AFH in a neighborhood with a HOA

2. Inspection requirements are the same across the State

3. If your building inspector isn’t available, the Washington Association of 
Building Officials (WABO) can do the inspection for you
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Finding
   Your Adult 
          Family Home
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Renting or Leasing a Home

WARNING!

• Landlords/property owners must 
understand that the home will be used as 
an AFH and provide written 
documentation

• Ensure the home meets all requirements

• Home can be sold

• Seek advice from a real estate attorney
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Buying, Building, or Remodeling a Home

• Use a realtor that is familiar with AFHs 

• Ensure plans will meet all requirements

• International Residential Code (IRC) vs 
International Building Code (IBC) vs 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
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Change of Ownership (CHOW)

• Requires a new application and new 
license 

• Check history and status for issues/limits

• Specialty contracts are not transferable

• You must correct any deficiencies found 
at the time of ownership change
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Planning For Future Capacity Increase

• Capacity Impacts to Consider

• Square footage of the home

• Capacity of Septic system

• Parking

• Sprinkler System

• Small Business Loan
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Increasing Capacity Licensing Requirements

In addition to the building impacts, the following is 

also required:

• You have been an AFH provider for at least 24 

months (12 months at a capacity of 6)

• Gone through two full inspection cycles with 

no enforcement actions
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• HOAs cannot prevent you from operating an AFH in their neighborhood 

• It is illegal for HOAs, city/town covenants, or other jurisdictions to 
discriminate against AFHs

• Adult Family Home Council can help
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WABO – Finding Your Building Inspector

Washington Association Of Building Officials (WABO)

• Is a nonprofit, professional association of state, county, city and town 
officials in Washington State engaged in the development, 
enforcement and administration of building construction codes and 
ordinances

• Maintains a list of local building officials in the State of Washington

• Does not do inspections even though you may hear the building 
inspection referred to as your “WABO inspection”
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https://www.wabo.org/ 

Activity  

Finding Your Building 
Inspector
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Building Inspection

You are required to:
• Meet additional local requirements; 

licenses/permits

• Complete any construction changes 
to meet minimum  licensing 
requirements

• Ensure the inspector uses the AFH 
Building Inspection Checklist – have 
a copy available.
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Building Inspection - Checklist

• The building inspector must:
o Use and complete the AFH Local Building Inspection Checklist form 

o Check the “PASSED” box and sign

• This document is a required part of your application
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Page 1

Building Inspection - Checklist
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Building Inspection - Checklist
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Building Inspection - Checklist
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Building Inspection - Checklist
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Building Inspection - Checklist
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Building Inspection - Checklist
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Septic System Requirements 

• Septic system documentation is required at 
time of initial RCS inspection.

• Documentation must verify:

o Septic system was inspected and approved

o Awareness that the system will be utilized 
as an AFH

o The number of people that can be 
accommodated on the septic system
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Well Water Requirements 

You must provide documentation from 
your local health authority that your well 

water has been inspected and approved as 
a Group B system.
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Adding a Second Home

To apply for a second AFH, you need to:

• Have no enforcement action on your first AFH license for 24 months

• Develop a staffing plan for each home

• History of Financial Solvency

• Resident Manager
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Summary Review

During this module, we learned…

• How to find your AFH and the pros/cons of each option

• How to find and work with your local building inspector

• About the building inspection process and how to use the checklist

• About other inspections that may be required  

• Other?
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Test Your Knowledge

• What other types of inspections may be 
required?

True or False

• You can relocate your AFH and use the 
same license, you just need to change 
the address

• Your license can be approved even 
though you didn’t pass your home 
inspection.
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Get Ready For Your 
Next Class 

• Read Assigned 
Modules

• Print out a current 

copy of the 

application and 

instructions
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