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Welcoming Refugees Is a Collective Effort.

The Washington Office of Refugee and 
Immigrant Assistance invests federal and 
state funding into local communities across 
Washington to provide services and 
resources that help refugees and  
humanitarian immigrants achieve economic  
stability and long-term integration.

We partner with over 100 organizations:
• Refugee resettlement agencies
• Nonprofit organizations
• Ethnic community-based organizations
• Public health departments 
• Health clinics
• School districts
• Community colleges
• Other state agencies



Office of Refugee and Immigrant Assistance 

Role and Responsibilities

• Coordinate statewide efforts to support the economic and social 

integration and basic needs of immigrants and refugees arriving and 

resettling in Washington.

• Lead the administration of the State Plan for Refugee Resettlement. 

• Provide services in accordance with the federal act and state plan.

• Administer services to people ineligible for federal refugee services.

Revised Code of Washington 74.74

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.74.040


Changes to the 
U.S. Refugee Resettlement 

Program
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Refugee: A person forced to flee their home country due to a well-founded fear of persecution due to that 
person’s race, religion, nationality/ethnicity, membership in a social group or political opinion.

Source:  unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25bwiSikRsI
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/
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U.S. Refugee Resettlement Program 

Bureau of Population, Refugees 
and Migration (PRM)

US Refugee Resettlement 
Assistance 

US Refugee Admissions Program

• Overseas Processing
• U.S. Reception and Placement Program

Domestic programs:
• Refugee Cash Assistance
• Refugee Medical Assistance
• Refugee Medical Screening
• Refugee Support Services
• Preferred Communities
• Matching Grant
• Survivors of Torture
• Other specialty programs

Department of Health and Human Services
Office of Refugee Resettlement – 

Partners:  States, National Refugee Resettlement Agencies, 
Local Community Organizations

Partners: United Nations High Commission for Refugees,
Resettlement Support Centers, International Organization for 
Migration, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, National 
Refugee Resettlement Agencies



Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

Executive Order 14163: Realigning the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program, 1/20/2025

• Indefinite pause on refugee arrivals 

• 100,000 refugees vetted, screened, and approved for resettlement are pending

• Pacito v. Trump litigation continues to move through federal courts

Executive Order 14169:  Reevaluating and Realigning U.S. Foreign Aid, 1/20/2025

• U.S. Department of State Stop Work Order, 1/24/2025

• Cooperative agreement for Reception and Placement program continues through Dec. 31, 2025

• United States Conference with Catholic Bishops and Episcopal Migration Ministries leave program. 

Executive Order 14204: Addressing Egregious Actions of the Republic of South Africa

• Resettlement of people who are of Afrikaner ethnicity or a member of a racial minority in South 
Africa who are victims of unjust racial determination

• 59 South Africans arrived in May, 34 more in early August

Updates on U.S. Refugee Admissions Program

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/realigning-the-united-states-refugee-admissions-program/


The United States 
resettled 100,034 

refugees in FFY 2024.  

The Presidential Determination on Refugee Admissions 

Exclusive: Trump administration 
weighing refugee cap of 40,000 
with focus on white South Africans 
| Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/trump-administration-weighing-refugee-cap-40000-with-focus-white-south-africans-2025-08-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/trump-administration-weighing-refugee-cap-40000-with-focus-white-south-africans-2025-08-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/trump-administration-weighing-refugee-cap-40000-with-focus-white-south-africans-2025-08-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/trump-administration-weighing-refugee-cap-40000-with-focus-white-south-africans-2025-08-15/


How does this impact 
Washington state?
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Unduplicated Number of Newly Arrived 
Refugee Applicants

April 2025 – June 2025
456

FFY 2025 Year to Date 
(Oct. 2024 – June  2025) 

4,240

Newly Arrived Refugee Applicants by 
Top 10 Countries of Origin

Country

Number of 
Applicants

October 2024 -
June 2025

Afghanistan 2,158

Ukraine 371

Venezuela 150

Eritrea 131

Cuba 129

Haiti 121

Somalia 117

Sudan 92

Ethiopia 81

Syria 68

Colombia 50

Newly Arrived Refugee Applicants1 for DSHS Services, April 2025 – June 2025

Source: DSHS-ESA/EMAPS Assignment Q5363 using Barcode database as of July 14, 2025.

This report was produced on July 14, 2025. 



Washington Refugee and Humanitarian New Arrivals
FFY 2021 to FY 2025 

(year to date – June 30, 2025)
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Serves all federally eligible immigrants, including:

• Refugees admitted under § 207 of the Immigration and Nationality Act
• People granted asylum under § 208 of the INA
• Cuban and Haitian entrants
• Amerasians
• Certified victims of human trafficking
• Special Immigrant Visa Holders from Iraq and Afghanistan
• Afghan Humanitarian Parolees (see ORR Policy Letter 22-01 and 22-02)
• Afghan Special Immigrant Conditional Permanent Residents
• Ukrainian Humanitarian Parolees (see ORR Policy Letter 22-13)

National Totals for the 
U.S. Office of Refugee Resettlement

2021 88,815

2022 484,140

2023 588,366

2024 711,521

2025 TBD

http://www.lawandsoftware.com/ina/INA-207-sec1157.html
http://www.lawandsoftware.com/ina/INA-207-sec1157.html
http://www.lawandsoftware.com/ina/INA-208-sec1158.info.html
http://www.lawandsoftware.com/ina/INA-208-sec1158.info.html
http://www.lawandsoftware.com/ina/INA-208-sec1158.info.html
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-01-ORR-Authority-to-Serve-Afghan-Humanitarian-Parolees.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-01-ORR-Authority-to-Serve-Afghan-Humanitarian-Parolees.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-01-ORR-Authority-to-Serve-Afghan-Humanitarian-Parolees.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-02-Additional-ORR-Eligibility-Categories-and-Documentation-Requirements-for-Afghan-Nationals-Revised.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-02-Additional-ORR-Eligibility-Categories-and-Documentation-Requirements-for-Afghan-Nationals-Revised.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-02-Additional-ORR-Eligibility-Categories-and-Documentation-Requirements-for-Afghan-Nationals-Revised.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/PL-22-13-Ukrainian-Humanitarian-Parolees-Eligible-for-ORR-Benefits-and-Services.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/PL-22-13-Ukrainian-Humanitarian-Parolees-Eligible-for-ORR-Benefits-and-Services.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/PL-22-13-Ukrainian-Humanitarian-Parolees-Eligible-for-ORR-Benefits-and-Services.pdf
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Ukrainian Arrivals 
in Washington

January 2022 – 

July 2025

30,817 Ukrainians 
have arrived in 
Washington and 
received cash, food 
and/or medical 
assistance from DSHS.



People served by ORIA’s Refugee Programs
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Serves all federal eligible immigrants, including:

• Refugees
• People granted asylum
• Cuban and Haitian entrants
• Amerasians
• Certified victims of human trafficking
• Afghan Special Immigrants
• Iraqi Special Immigrants
• Afghan Humanitarian Parolees 
• Afghan Special Immigrant Conditional Permanent Residents
• Ukrainian Humanitarian Parolees

Data collected and reported through the ORR-5. 

Federally funded refugee services may include:

• Refugee Cash Assistance
• Refugee Medical Assistance
• Medical Screenings
• Refugee Support Services, including:

• Refugee Health and Wellness
• Employment and Training Services
• Immigration-Related Legal Services
• Whole Family Programs



Updates on National 
Legislation



Updates on National Legislation
• HR 1 – signed into law on July 4, 2025

• Changes eligibility to federal food assistance for 
refugees and other humanitarian entrants effective July 
4, 2025. 

• Removes eligibility to federal Medicaid for refugees and 
other humanitarian entrants effective 10/01/2026.

• Establishes immigration benefits/application fees for 
asylum, temporary protected status, humanitarian 
parole, work authorization, Special Immigrant Juvenile 
Status, and multiple applications, motions or appeals 
filed with the Immigration Court.

• Increases funding for immigration enforcement.

• Increased funding for Enhanced Screening 
Requirements for Unaccompanied Immigrant Children

Resources:

• National Immigration Project: Final 
Fee Increases HR1

• American Immigration Council: 
What's in the Big Beautiful Bill? 
Immigration and Border Security 
Unpacked

• National Immigration Forum: One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act: Immigration 
Provisions

• CWS: How the One Big Beautiful Bill 
Will Impact You

• National Immigration Law Center: 
The Anti-Immigrant Policies in 
Trump’s Final Big Beautiful Bill 
Explained

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.americanimmigrationcouncil.org%252Ffact-sheet%252Fbig-beautiful-bill-immigration-border-security%252F%26data=05%257C02%257CSheridan.Moore1%2540dshs.wa.gov%257Cd7155f1f2a5b41e5aa0608ddd6a5a801%257C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%257C0%257C0%257C638902729160396236%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=x6jkt7%252F2c4IGUD%252FTNlDQcj9a7yeYnSzQPzF1LNnSyjw%253D%26reserved=0/1/010001989a768573-dcd33764-0fa9-4dec-ad22-842d451c1048-000000/uTQzosbTR9J7VMlq2T2UjuSdBAD4Rva6xLWEim0UBpc=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.americanimmigrationcouncil.org%252Ffact-sheet%252Fbig-beautiful-bill-immigration-border-security%252F%26data=05%257C02%257CSheridan.Moore1%2540dshs.wa.gov%257Cd7155f1f2a5b41e5aa0608ddd6a5a801%257C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%257C0%257C0%257C638902729160396236%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=x6jkt7%252F2c4IGUD%252FTNlDQcj9a7yeYnSzQPzF1LNnSyjw%253D%26reserved=0/1/010001989a768573-dcd33764-0fa9-4dec-ad22-842d451c1048-000000/uTQzosbTR9J7VMlq2T2UjuSdBAD4Rva6xLWEim0UBpc=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.americanimmigrationcouncil.org%252Ffact-sheet%252Fbig-beautiful-bill-immigration-border-security%252F%26data=05%257C02%257CSheridan.Moore1%2540dshs.wa.gov%257Cd7155f1f2a5b41e5aa0608ddd6a5a801%257C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%257C0%257C0%257C638902729160396236%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=x6jkt7%252F2c4IGUD%252FTNlDQcj9a7yeYnSzQPzF1LNnSyjw%253D%26reserved=0/1/010001989a768573-dcd33764-0fa9-4dec-ad22-842d451c1048-000000/uTQzosbTR9J7VMlq2T2UjuSdBAD4Rva6xLWEim0UBpc=417
https://forumtogether.org/article/one-big-beautiful-bill-act-immigration-provisions/
https://forumtogether.org/article/one-big-beautiful-bill-act-immigration-provisions/
https://forumtogether.org/article/one-big-beautiful-bill-act-immigration-provisions/
http://cwsglobal.linksto.net/ls/click?upn=u001.GePt1OVHWeIJJDPj7S0McuPR8VqU-2B0hMbamOBpibGqTDcNsoajtgx0e6vmzoLHtUAJDocg-2FOK97Qh-2FymIhq3-2Fne1olLSUQnfqcTFDoZPfXM-3DH0kd_UyS9JuWG4fHuwMk1faXQK2w0otbiAAJdEmf-2BxUB0BPCWrMyXKMdLtC-2FrQVgb3phX6rZbObkVnnyAHlTHdfjUwCL96cPTTcS-2BfBw1qEYYvnO64fLhqI0PzrqtMnnwU1zSrUdglSctXIDbwDP0S8008eJBce0qIp2iVmmxQ5mTDf-2Fguw0naoTRYDfifFqmMS991XfuZqkX9-2F23l20-2FPHOj3t-2FgFzwxtb-2Br6uXvSWhizaGR-2FHJMt0yXStZNxDt0R8Z5lCPq8IRnyUC3UDED7fdP2shiyIRoMuimqcx1iV0p2R9KBdHeaA35Zi7yGy9DW9DQvpcG9Qw9FT8stms-2B87AO0A-3D-3D&_gl=1*1rzkzqy*_gcl_au*MTE1OTU4NzMuMTc1NjQ4NzA4OQ..*_ga*ODE4NTk5MDQ3LjE3NTY0ODcwODk.*_ga_RNS88DSYZJ*czE3NTY4MjAwNzMkbzMkZzAkdDE3NTY4MjAxOTIkajYwJGwwJGgw
http://cwsglobal.linksto.net/ls/click?upn=u001.GePt1OVHWeIJJDPj7S0McuPR8VqU-2B0hMbamOBpibGqTDcNsoajtgx0e6vmzoLHtUAJDocg-2FOK97Qh-2FymIhq3-2Fne1olLSUQnfqcTFDoZPfXM-3DH0kd_UyS9JuWG4fHuwMk1faXQK2w0otbiAAJdEmf-2BxUB0BPCWrMyXKMdLtC-2FrQVgb3phX6rZbObkVnnyAHlTHdfjUwCL96cPTTcS-2BfBw1qEYYvnO64fLhqI0PzrqtMnnwU1zSrUdglSctXIDbwDP0S8008eJBce0qIp2iVmmxQ5mTDf-2Fguw0naoTRYDfifFqmMS991XfuZqkX9-2F23l20-2FPHOj3t-2FgFzwxtb-2Br6uXvSWhizaGR-2FHJMt0yXStZNxDt0R8Z5lCPq8IRnyUC3UDED7fdP2shiyIRoMuimqcx1iV0p2R9KBdHeaA35Zi7yGy9DW9DQvpcG9Qw9FT8stms-2B87AO0A-3D-3D&_gl=1*1rzkzqy*_gcl_au*MTE1OTU4NzMuMTc1NjQ4NzA4OQ..*_ga*ODE4NTk5MDQ3LjE3NTY0ODcwODk.*_ga_RNS88DSYZJ*czE3NTY4MjAwNzMkbzMkZzAkdDE3NTY4MjAxOTIkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-Anti-Immigrant-Policies-in-Trumps-Final-Big-Beautiful-Bill-Explained.pdf
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-Anti-Immigrant-Policies-in-Trumps-Final-Big-Beautiful-Bill-Explained.pdf
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-Anti-Immigrant-Policies-in-Trumps-Final-Big-Beautiful-Bill-Explained.pdf
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-Anti-Immigrant-Policies-in-Trumps-Final-Big-Beautiful-Bill-Explained.pdf
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-Anti-Immigrant-Policies-in-Trumps-Final-Big-Beautiful-Bill-Explained.pdf
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Benefit Type Federal Food Federal Medical Federal Cash 

Publicly Funded Programs and Services
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program 
Medicaid

Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families 

Refugees  ✓

Asylees (Granted Asylum)  ✓

Amerasian ✓ ✓ ✓

Cuban and Haitian Entrant ✓ ✓ ✓

Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) Holders ✓ ✓ ✓

Certified Victims of Trafficking  ✓

Ukrainian Humanitarian Parolee  ✓

Afghan Humanitarian Parolee  ✓

Lawful Permanent Residents (federally qualified) ✓ ✓ ✓

People Residing under the U.S. Compact of Free Association with Palau, Micronesia, 
and the Marshall Islands ✓ ✓ ✓

Key:    ✓ = Eligible     = Not Eligible     = Ineligible beginning Oct. 1, 2026 

Immigration Eligibility for Federal Public Benefits
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• Health Care Authority: Medicaid in Washington State Fact Sheet

• DSHS:  DSHS benefits and H.R. 1 | DSHS

• Office of Financial Management:  HR-1 Impacts Washington State: People and Budget

• DSHS is being proactive. 

• DSHS has not yet made any 
changes to existing SNAP 
eligibility requirements.

• There are no immediate changes 
to existing eligibility, coverage, 
or benefits for Apple Health.

https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/medicaid-in-washington-state-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/alert/dshs-benefits-and-hr-1
https://ofm.wa.gov/budget/budget-related-information/hr-1-impacts-washington-state-people-and-budget
https://ofm.wa.gov/budget/budget-related-information/hr-1-impacts-washington-state-people-and-budget
https://ofm.wa.gov/budget/budget-related-information/hr-1-impacts-washington-state-people-and-budget
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Thank you for all that you do 
to make Washington a welcoming place. 



Thank you!

Sarah Peterson, MSW
Director | Washington State Refugee Coordinator

Office of Refugee and Immigrant Assistance
Sarah.Peterson@dshs.wa.gov

mailto:Sarah.Peterson@dshs.wa.gov


H.R 1 and Changes to 
Medicaid

Washington Statewide Refugee Advisory Council 
Meeting

September 25, 2025 
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Federal budget background
Congress passed a continuing resolution for the federal budget on July 
3, 2025 –  signed into law by President Trump on July 4.
The budget contains numerous provisions that impact Medicaid, food 
assistance, and the individual market.
Hundreds of thousands of Medicaid-eligible Washington residents will 
be impacted.
HCA and state partners are still assessing the full scope of impacts to 
Apple Health but anticipate significant administrative changes and 
new state costs associated with implementation.

2



Medicaid policies in the budget

3

Policy Effective Dates

Restricts payment for protected health 
services

Restricts federally funded Medicaid payments for 1 year to nonprofit organizations that primarily engage in family planning services or reproductive 
services and provide abortion services. Likely to impact over $11 million in funding.

Effective for 1 year, from date of 
enactment 
(July 4, 2025)

Funding for non-citizens Changes Medicaid eligibility for refugee, asylee, and other non-citizen adults. Oct. 1, 2026

Work requirements
Establishes work requirements as a new condition of Medicaid eligibility for adults aged 19-65 who receive full coverage. This makes 
coverage based on working, training, or doing community engagement 80 hours per month.​ Includes certain categorical exemptions.

Dec. 31, 2026, with option to apply 
for waiver to implement 
Dec. 31, 2028

Rural health funding
Allocates $10 billion annually to states, which can be used to support rural health transformation projects with a focus on promoting care, 
supporting providers, investing in technology, and assisting rural communities.

States can apply in 2025; funding 
from 2026–2030

Increases the frequency of eligibility 
redeterminations

Requires states to redetermine eligibility for adults enrolled through Medicaid expansion every 6 months, instead of every 12 months. Dec. 31, 2026

Retroactive coverage Shortens period of retroactive coverage eligibility from 3 months to 1 month for adults and 2 months for other Medicaid and CHIP applicants. Jan. 1, 2027

Restricts new state-directed payments 
(SDPs) from exceeding Medicare 
payment levels

Requires existing SDPs for hospital and nursing facility services and services provided at an academic medical center to reduce by 10% per year, 
beginning in 2028 until they reach Medicare levels.

10% reductions begin in 2028

Cost-Sharing
Requires adults to pay cost-sharing of up to $35 for many services. Excludes primary care, behavioral health, emergency services, and services 
rendered in certain rural settings from the requirement. 

Oct. 1, 2028

Address verification Changes requirements for address verification. Oct. 1, 2029

Removes good-faith waivers related to 
erroneous payments 

Removes ability to waive federal penalties for a state’s good-faith efforts to correct erroneous excess Medicaid payments under the Payment Error 
Rate Measurement (PERM) program and other state and federal audits.

Oct. 1, 2029



State funding & enrollment impacts
Proposed work requirements, increased frequency of 
redeterminations, and other changes to eligibility and enrollment 
rules will impact access and state funding.

4

Between 200,000 and 320,000 Washingtonians are projected to 
lose Medicaid coverage.

Our state is projected to lose billions in federal funding between 
2025–2034.



Prohibiting payment for protected 
health services

Prohibits federally funded Medicaid payments to nonprofit 
organizations that primarily engage in family planning services or 
reproductive services and provide abortion services.
Applies for 1 year, from date of enactment (July 4, 2025).
Will reduce federal funding by over $11 million a year for family 
planning services in Washington.
Washington remains committed to funding services for these critical 
providers with state resources.

5



Medicaid Eligibility Changes
Reduces federally funded Medicaid eligibility for refugee, asylee, 
and other non-citizen adults, effective Oct. 1, 2026.
HCA anticipates this could impact over 30,000 individuals currently 
enrolled in Apple Health.
Individuals may be eligible for other programs:

Apple Health Expansion
1332 waiver coverage on Exchange
Emergency Medical 
Pregnancy or After-Pregnancy Care

6



Impacts of federal work requirements 
By December 31, 2026, states are required to institute work 
requirements as a new condition of Medicaid eligibility for adults 
aged 19-65 who receive full coverage.

Makes coverage contingent on working, training, or doing 
community engagement 80 hours per month.​
Applies to individuals age 19-65 who do not meet an exemption.

7



Impacts of federal work requirements 
continued 

8

Adults will lose coverage
More than 620,000 adults would be 
at risk to lose or delay coverage due 
to administrative red tape. Assuming 
similar experience from other states, 
an estimated 187,000 Washington 

adults will lose Medicaid coverage.2

States may apply for waiver
States may apply for a waiver to delay 

implementation to December 31, 2028. 
Must show good-faith efforts to come 

into compliance as part of waiver 
application. CMS is expected to 

provide additional guidance in 2025.

Medicaid enrollees work
Most Apple Health clients 

work (or are the dependents 
of a working adult).1 



Exemptions from federal work 
requirements
The federal work requirements don’t apply to individuals who are:

9

Already comply with work requirements 
under the Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) program or Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
Parents or caregivers of a dependent child 
or individual with a disability 
Incarcerated or recently released from 
incarceration within the past 90 days 

Pregnant or receiving postpartum coverage
Under the age of 19
Foster youth and former foster youth 
under the age of 26
Tribal members
Medically frail 
Disabled veterans
Entitled to Medicare Part A or B



Increasing the frequency of 
eligibility redeterminations

Requires states to redetermine eligibility for adults enrolled 
through Medicaid Expansion for Adults every 6 months, beginning 
December 31, 2026.
Impacts 620,000 adults enrolled in Apple Health.

Will likely lead to thousands of individuals losing coverage.

80-85% of population automatically renews, but 15% of population 
who needs active management will drive significant staffing 
impacts for HCA, DSHS, and HBE.
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Impact of state-directed payments 
(SDPs) and provider taxes

Prohibits new provider taxes and ramps down existing provider taxes from 
6% to 3.5% of net revenue by 0.5% per year beginning in 2028. 
Prohibits new SDPs from exceeding Medicare payment levels and requires 
existing SDPs to reduce by 10% per year beginning in 2028 until they reach 
Medicare levels.

Applies to inpatient and outpatient hospital services, nursing facility services, and 
certain services provided at an academic medical center.

Provider taxes and SDPs allow states to draw down federal funds to support 
local health system needs and directly invest in providers and facilities.

11



Impact of SDPs and provider taxes 
continued

Safety net 
and rural 
hospitals

Emergency 
transport

Primary 
care

Mental and 
behavioral 

health

Maternity 
services and 

birthing centers

Skilled 
nursing 
facilities

Home 
health
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Existing SDPs supporting hospital services, which include the Hospital Safety 
Net Assessment and payments to the University of Washington, will be 
reduced by over $1.5 billion annually, once fully reduced.



Impact of cost-sharing requirements

Beginning Oct. 1, 2028, requires adults to pay cost-sharing of up to 
$35 for many services.

13

Forces out-of-pocket spending for 
individuals who may be earning as 

little as $16,000 per year

OR Drives individuals to 
forgo care



Removing good-faith waivers 
related to erroneous payments

Removes ability to waive federal penalties for a state’s good-faith effort 
to fix erroneous excess Medicaid payments – effective Oct. 1, 2029.
Under the Payment Error Rate Measurement (PERM) program, CMS 
audits state Medicaid and CHIP programs to identify various types of 
improper payments. 

If more than 3% of a state’s total payments in a year are improper, CMS must 
disallow federal funds for the excess payments above the threshold. 
CMS was previously authorized to waive the disallowance if the state was unable 
to achieve the 3% target, despite good-faith efforts.
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Removing good-faith waivers 
related to erroneous payments 
continued

15

Nationwide PERM rates were 3.31% in 2024. 

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates this provision 
will reduce federal investment in Medicaid programs by over 
$7 billion over 10 years. 



Impacts for DSHS
2200 non-citizens receiving home and community based supports 
and 50 receiving long term services and supports will become 
ineligible

Those in residential setting may lose their housing
Those in LTC will become ‘stuck’ with upstream and downstream impacts

MAGI clients with more frequent redeterminations for LTC are at 
increasing risk of coverage loss
Shortened retroactive period from 3 to 1 month will require faster 
transitions for those going from Medicare to Medicaid and those 
with a serious illness of life event

16



Changes to SNAP
11% of households in WA receive SNAP benefits, 903,000 persons
Average around $6/day
Eligibility is tied to school lunch programs
In 82% of households receiving SNAP benefits someone works
Changes include work requirements for those 55-65 years old as of 
1/27
Eliminates homelessness, veteran status and those aging out of 
foster care as exemptions
Focuses on keeping error rates at or below 6% of state will need to 
cover additional costs starting in 2028
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Rural health funding
Allocates $10 billion annually to states, from 2026 to 2030.
Funding can be used by states to support rural health 
transformation projects, with a focus on promoting care, 
supporting providers, investing in technology, and assisting rural 
communities.
States must apply in 2025 to participate.

Applications will be approved/denied by December 31, 2025.
Must include a rural health transformation plan.
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Other Medicaid provisions
Changes Medicaid for refugee, asylee, and other non-citizen 
adults, effective Oct. 1, 2026.
Reduces the home equity limit for long-term care eligibility, 
effective Jan. 1, 2028.
Shortens period of retroactive coverage eligibility from 3 months 
to 1 month for Apple Health adults and 2 months for all other 
Medicaid applicants, effective Jan. 1, 2027.
Changes address verification processes, effective Oct. 1, 2029.
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Eligibility requirements
In April 2023, HCA entered mitigation with CMS for non-
compliance with Classic ex-parte (automated) renewals. 

Compliance date: June 2027

In September 2023 and April 2024, CMS finalized two new 
eligibility rules streamlining eligibility determinations for all 
Medicaid programs. 

Compliance with mitigation and the eligibility rules is met by 
moving Classic financial eligibility to Washington 
Healthplanfinder.
Creates challenges with eligibility changes mandated by H.R. 1



Questions and contact 
Evan Klein | Special Assistant for
Legislative & Policy Affairs
Email: evan.klein@hca.wa.gov 

Shawn O'Neill | Legislative Relations Manager  
Legislative & Policy Affairs
Email:: shawn.oneill@hca.wa.gov  
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Refugee and Immigrant Health Program

REFUGEE HEALTH 
PROMOTION PROGRAMS



Refugee & Immigrant Health Program Office of Refugee and Immigrant Assistance

Partnership
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DOH Refugee and Immigrant Health Program 

The Refugee and Immigrant Health Program supports health and 
wellness in globally-connected communities in Washington by:

Bringing together healthcare, community partners, and 
government to strengthen systems and collaboration.  

Coordinating comprehensive medical screening and 
health promotion programs.

Investing in local community health outreach work.

Using data to understand community health outcomes and 
service program effectiveness. 
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Health Milestones

Before 
arrival

0 to 3 
months 

post-
arrival

3 to 12 
months 

post-
arrival

12+ 
months 

post-
arrival

• Health insurance enrollment 
• Domestic medical screening 
• Establish primary care 
• If Class B, evaluation 

through Health Department

• Primary care follow-up
• Immunizations

• Immunization 
adjustment of status 
examination (I-693)

• Overseas 
medical 
examination

Arrival to 5 years post-arrival
Health outreach & education, care coordination & navigation, wellness groups

Protect and improve the health of all people in WA
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Policy Letter 20-05:  Refugee Health Promotion Set-Aside Program
Three primary goals:

1. Provide opportunities to increase health literacy;
2. Coordinate physical and mental health care;
3. Organize wellness groups.

Refugee Health Promotion
Background

https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/pl_20_05_rhp_transitions_to_rss6_1.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/pl_20_05_rhp_transitions_to_rss6_1.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/pl_20_05_rhp_transitions_to_rss6_1.pdf
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People with one of the following federally eligible immigration statuses 
who have been in the U.S for less than five years, have not naturalized as a 
U.S. citizen:
• Refugees admitted under § 207 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA)

• People granted asylum under § 208 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA)

• Cuban and Haitian entrants

• Amerasians

• Certified victims of trafficking

• Special Immigrant Visa Holders from Iraq and Afghanistan

• Afghan Humanitarian Parolees (see ORR Policy Letter 22-01 and 22-02)

• Afghan Special Immigrant Conditional Permanent Residents

• Ukrainian Humanitarian Parolees (see ORR Policy Letter 22-13)

Refugee Health Promotion
Eligibility

https://www.lawandsoftware.com/ina/INA-207-sec1157.html
https://www.lawandsoftware.com/ina/INA-207-sec1157.html
https://www.lawandsoftware.com/ina/INA-208-sec1158.info.html
https://www.lawandsoftware.com/ina/INA-208-sec1158.info.html
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-01-ORR-Authority-to-Serve-Afghan-Humanitarian-Parolees.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-01-ORR-Authority-to-Serve-Afghan-Humanitarian-Parolees.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-01-ORR-Authority-to-Serve-Afghan-Humanitarian-Parolees.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-02-Additional-ORR-Eligibility-Categories-and-Documentation-Requirements-for-Afghan-Nationals-Revised.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-02-Additional-ORR-Eligibility-Categories-and-Documentation-Requirements-for-Afghan-Nationals-Revised.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-PL-22-02-Additional-ORR-Eligibility-Categories-and-Documentation-Requirements-for-Afghan-Nationals-Revised.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/PL-22-13-Ukrainian-Humanitarian-Parolees-Eligible-for-ORR-Benefits-and-Services.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/PL-22-13-Ukrainian-Humanitarian-Parolees-Eligible-for-ORR-Benefits-and-Services.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/PL-22-13-Ukrainian-Humanitarian-Parolees-Eligible-for-ORR-Benefits-and-Services.pdf
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Refugee Health Promotion
Investment and Focus Areas – FFY2026

Health education for 
individuals & groups

11 agencies

Health and mental 
health navigation

24 agencies

Wellness groups

6 agencies

$7.6 million invested with clinics, community-based organizations,  
non-profit organizations, and local health jurisdictions.
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Refugee Health Promotion
Locations – FFY2026

Refugee Health Promotion

Refugee Medical Screening
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Refugee Health Promotion
Agencies – FFY2026
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Refugee Health Promotion
Programs

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/
publish?EQBCT=8e7e2fd0641f4
f1e90bbaa36a0bc232d 

Searchable list of programs 
and services.

ORIA Interactive 
Resource Tool

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=8e7e2fd0641f4f1e90bbaa36a0bc232d
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=8e7e2fd0641f4f1e90bbaa36a0bc232d
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=8e7e2fd0641f4f1e90bbaa36a0bc232d


handle: WADeptHealth

Refugee and Immigrant Health Program
Washington State Department of Health

206-418-5500
refugeehealthprogram@doh.wa.gov  

 

www.doh.wa.gov/RefugeeHealth 

mailto:refugeehealthprogram@doh.wa.gov
http://www.doh.wa.gov/RefugeeHealth


To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov. 



DSHS Refugee 
Advisory 
Council



Refugee Advisory 
Council Members

• Martha Lucas
• Gul Siddiqi
• Mariana Bellinger

King County





 September 21 | 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM                                                             

Auburn Library Resource Fair





Puget Sound Sage' Community Leadership Institute Program 10th Anniversary 
Celebration at Northwest African American Museum September 20, 2025!





Refugee Advisory 
Council Members

•  Theresa Roosendaal
•  Hsa Wah Shee

Benton/Franklin 
Counties







Refugee Advisory 
Council Members

•  Galina Volchkova

Snohomish 
County











Refugee Advisory 
Council Members

•  Olesia Dmytriieva
•  Nelli Salvador

Clark County







Refugee Advisory 
Council Members

•  Xuan Man
• Tshishiku Henry

Pierce County





Refugee Advisory 
Council Members

•  Mohammed Shafiq
•  Elysee Kazadi

Spokane County



Thank You
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