
Program Description
The Domestic Violence Services for Survivors program 
administers dedicated state and federal funding to provide 
services for survivors of domestic violence and their 
dependents in every county of the state. The program 
provides these services through contracts with community-
based nonprofits, Tribes and local governments.

DV services help survivors address safety risks and improve 
their family’s wellbeing. Services are trauma-informed and 
individually tailored based on a survivor’s self-defined goals. 
One in four contractors provides culturally and linguistically 
specific services. Programs offer a range of services, including:

•	 Safety planning.

•	 Crisis intervention.

•	 Emergency shelter.

•	 Finding and retaining safe housing.

•	 Legal advocacy.

•	 Navigating social and government service systems.

•	 Transportation.

•	 Other emergency financial assistance.

•	 Age-appropriate, supportive services and resources for 		
	 children and youth. 

•	 Community education and outreach.

•	 Working with communities to prevent domestic violence.

Domestic violence programs consistently report that DSHS 
funding is critical to provide essential services to members of 
their communities. 

    

 

Highlights in State Fiscal Year 2024
Local domestic violence programs served 17,065 
survivors and their children:

•	 4,115 received emergency shelter-based services.
•	 12,950 received non-shelter-based services.

Thirty-nine domestic violence emergency shelter 
programs provided over 166,409 shelter bed-nights to 
survivors and their families. Survivors stayed in shelter 
an average of 43 nights.

 

More information:
Alexis Marx, Chief, Office of Programs and Policy  
Phone: 360.819.0675
Email: Alexis.Marx@dshs.wa.gov
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E CO N O M I C  S E R V I C E S  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

1Domestic violence is the infliction or threat of physical harm against an intimate partner. It includes physical, sexual and psychological abuse. It 
is part of a pattern of assaultive, coercive and controlling behaviors directed at achieving compliance from or control over that intimate partner. It 
might include, but is not limited to, a categorization of offenses as defined in RCW 10.99.020 committed by one intimate partner against another. 
RCW 70.123.020(4).

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.123.020

