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Purpose 

 
This policy establishes authority for the office of fraud and accountability to: 

 

• Investigate public assistance applicant and recipient fraud in programs administered by 
the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) or investigated pursuant to a 
service level agreement (SLA) with another agency. 

• Investigate providers, other than providers of medical services funded by Title XIX 
funds. 

• Refer appropriate cases to the prosecuting authority of jurisdiction. 
 
Scope 

 
This policy applies to all DSHS organizational units. 

 
Policy Requirements 

 
A. The office of fraud and accountability  will: 

 
1. Investigate applicant, recipient, and provider fraud—other than medical providers 

funded by Title XIX funds—in programs administered by DSHS. 
 

2. Secure evidence, using methods of investigation that: 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=10.93.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.20A.110
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.20A.605
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http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=74.09.210
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=74.09.290
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a. Do not infringe on the legal rights of persons involved, and 
b. Are consistent with recognized principles of due process. 

 
3. Refer all appropriate cases, where substantial evidence of criminal acts has been 

found, to the county prosecuting attorney, United States Attorney of jurisdiction, or 
both. 

 
B. All DSHS employees will cooperate with investigations conducted by the office of fraud 

and accountability. Failure to do so may result in corrective action. 


