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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-02-032, filed 12/28/22, effective
1/28/23)

WAC 388-400-0030 Who is eligible for refugee cash assistance?
(1) To be eligible for refugee cash assistance (RCA), you must:

(a) Provide the name of the ((volurtary—agerey—(VOoEAG))) reset-
tlement agency which resettled you, if yvou are a refugee;

(b) Meet the immigration status requirements of WAC 388-466-0005;

(c) Meet employment and training requirements of WAC
388-466-0150;

(d) Meet income and resource requirements of WAC 388-466-0140;

and

(e) Report changes of circumstances as required under WAC
388-418-0005.

(2) You are not eligible to receive RCA if you:

(a) Are eligible for temporary assistance for needy families
(TANF) ( (er—supplemental——seeurityinceme));

(b) Have been denied TANF or have been terminated from TANF due
to intentional noncompliance with TANF eligibility requirements; or

(c) Are a full-time student in an institution of higher educa-
tion.

(3) We determine your eligibility and benefit level for RCA using
the TANF payment standards under WAC 388-478-0020.

(4) ((T{: 1z ENE 1311 for DN IO ATz N 2N 12
= _Yuu. T CTTgToT<T O T T youo Ity o0 OT CTr=g
. A - q

+5))) If you meet the requirements of this sectlonL you are eli-
glble for refugee cash assistance only during the 12-month period be-
ginning in the first month you ((emptered—theHnited—States)) gqualify
for services through the federal office of refugee resettlement (WAC
388-466-0120). The actual number of months vou receive RCA benefits
will depend on the date vou apply and are approved for RCA.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-02-035, filed 12/29/22, effective
1/29/23)

WAC 388-424-0001 Citizenship and immigration status—Defini-
tions. For the purposes of determining an individual's citizenship
and immigration status for public assistance, the following defini-
tions apply:

(1) "Lawfully present" are immigrants or noncitizens who have
been inspected and admitted into the United States and have not over-
stayed the period for which they were admitted, or have current per-
mission from the U.S. ((&itizenship——ond Ftmmigration Serviees—{CESY)))
Department of Homeland Security or other federal agency to stay or
live in the U.S.

(2) "Qualified aliens" are lawfully present immigrants defined in
federal law as one of the following:

(a) Individuals lawfully admitted for permanent residence (LPRs).

(b) Individuals who are admitted to the U.S. as refugees under
INA §207. The following individuals are treated the same as refugees
in their eligibility for public assistance:
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(1) Hmong or Highland Lao are members of a Hmong or Highland Lao-
tian tribe which rendered military assistance to the U.S. during the
Vietnam era (August 5, 1964, to May 7, 1975), and are "lawfully
present”" in the U.S. This category also includes the spouse (including
unremarried widow or widower) or unmarried dependent child of such
tribal members.

(ii) Victims of trafficking according to federal law are:

(A) Individuals who have been certified as victims of trafficking
by the federal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS),

( (6££4 r—Frafficeking—in—Persen—{(O0FEP)+)) or have been granted a T

T ee OTT ot
visa.

(B) Immediate family members of trafficking victims. Immediate
family members are the spouse or child of a victim of any age and the
parent or unmarried minor sibling if the victim is under 21 years old.

(iii) Afghan nationals ( (ared—their—spouses—and—chitdrens)) pa-
roled into the U.S. between July 31, 2021, and September 30, ((26822))
2023, whose initial parole period has not expired or who have been

granted reparole, after evacuation from Afghanistan to the U.S. ((+—e=
to—a—teoecation—overseas) ) : or
(A) ((&m)) An individual who was paroled into the U.S. after Sep-

tember 30, ((2622)) 2023, and is the spouse or child of an Afghan na-
tional as defined in subsection (iii) of this section; or

(B) ((am)) An individual who was paroled into the U.S. after Sep-
tember 30, 2023, and who is the parent or legal guardian of an indi-
vidual defined in subsection (iii) of this section who 1s determined
to be an unaccompanied child;

(iv) Special immigrants from Irag and Afghanistan are individuals
granted:

(A) Special immigrant status under INA §101 (a) (27);

(B) Special immigrant conditional permanent resident; or
(C) Paroled under section 602 (B) (1)AAPA/Sec 1059 (a)NDAA 2006.

(v) Individuals from Ukraine and their family members admitted as
humanitarian parolees between February 24, 2022, and September 30,
((2623)) 2024, and whose parole has not been terminated by the Secre-
tary of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), who are:

(A) Citizens or nationals of Ukraine;

(B) Non-Ukrainian individuals who were habitually residing in Uk-
raine, and have documentation confirming last habitual residence in
Ukraine;

(C) Individuals who were first granted humanitarian parole, and
then obtained temporary protected status (TPS). They are eligible for
federally funded assistance until the end of their parole term due to
underlying receipt of humanitarian parole;

(D) A spouse or child of an individual described in subsections
(A)-(C) of this section who 1s paroled into the United States after
September 30, 2023;

(E) ((A)) An individual who 1is paroled into the U.S. after Sep-
tember 30, 2023, as a parent legal guardian, or primary caregiver of
an unaccompanied refugee minor or an unaccompanled child described in
subsections (A)-(C) of this section ((whe—ds—pareted—irnteo—theUnited

States—after—September 360—2023) ) .
((#e)¥)) (vi) Individuals who have been granted asylum under INA

§208.
((#5)) (vii) Cuban/Haitian entrants. These are nationals of Cuba
or Haiti who were paroled into the U.S. or given other special status.
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(viii) Amerasians who were fathered by an American citizen and
born in Vietnam between January 1, 1962, and before January 1, 1976,
and their spouses, children, parents, or guardians accompanying them.

((#e¥)) (c) Abused spouses or children, parents of abused chil-
dren, or children of abused spouses:

(1) When the alien no longer resides with the person who commit-
ted the abuse, and has one of the following:

(A) A pending or approved I-130 petition or application to immi-
grate as an immediate relative of a U.S. citizen or as the spouse or
unmarried child under age 21 of a lawful permanent resident (LPR);

(B) A notice of "prima facie" approval of a pending self-petition
under the violence against women act (VAWA); or

(C) Proof of a pending application for suspension of deportation
or cancellation of removal under VAWA.

(ii) Children of an abused spouse do not need their own separate
pending or approved petition, but are included in their parent's peti-
tion if it was filed before they turned 21 vyears old. Children of
abused persons who meet the conditions in this section retain their
"qualified alien" status even after they turn 21 years old.

((#£F)) (d) Individuals who have been granted parole into the
U.S. for at least a period of one year (or indefinitely) under INA
§212 (d) (5), including "public interest" parolees.

((#g¥)) (e) Individuals granted withholding of deportation or re-
moval under INA §243(h) or §241 (b) (3).

((#H>)) (£f) Individuals who were admitted to the U.S. as condi-
tional entrants under INA §203 (a) (7) prior to April 1, 1980.

( (H—Amerasians—wheo—were—bora—to—U-S+—eitizen—armed—servieces

' ' ' ' -))

(g) Citizens of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau.

(3) "Nonqualified aliens" are noncitizens who are lawfully
present in the U.S. and who are not included in the definition of
qualified aliens in subsection ((43)F)) (2) of this section. Nonquali-

fied aliens include but are not limited to:
(a) ((c+tt=z £ Mawvalall Tl i

n o LY o W/ ERECNEN a1 r DT ~a- .
CTrzZTITo UL rIarollarl Toldllaoy TTroCTrorrc o ray A\ Torracdy

7)) ) Immigrants paroled into the U.S. for less than one year;

((#e)r)) (b) Immigrants granted temporary protected status; or

((#e)) (c) Nonimmigrants who are allowed entry into the U.S. for
a specific purpose usually for a limited time are also nonqualified.
Examples include:

(1) Business visitors;

(11i) Students; and

(11ii) Tourists.

(4) "Survivors of certain crimes" are noncitizens, and any of
their qualifying family members, as defined in subsection (5) of this
section, who have:

(a) Filed or are preparing to file an application for a T visa
(trafficking victim);

(b) Filed or are preparing to file an application for a U visa
(crime wvictim); or

(c) Been harmed by one of the specific crimes described below;
and

(1) Was granted continued presence by U.S. Homeland Security; or

(ii) Has filed or is preparing to file an application for asylum
status.

Specific crimes include:
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(A) Those related to human trafficking, kidnapping, unlawful im-
prisonment, custodial interference, luring, trafficking, coercion of
involuntary servitude, and others under chapter 9A.40 RCW;

(B) Sexual exploitation of children and others under chapter
9.68A RCW; or

(C) Substantially similar crimes under federal law or the laws of
another state.

(5) "Qualifying family members" are the spouse and child(ren) of
survivors of certain crimes, and the parents or unmarried minor sib-
lings if the survivor is under 21 years old. Qualifying family members
do not include a person charged with or convicted of attempt, con-
spiracy, solicitation, or commission of a crime, listed under subsec-
tion (4) (c) of this section, against the survivor of certain crimes.

(6) "Undocumented aliens" are noncitizens without a lawful immi-
gration status as defined in subsections (2) or (3) of this section,
and who:

(a) Entered the U.S. ((i3Fegatdtsy)) without inspection; or

(b) Were lawfully admitted but whose status expired or was re-
voked per (( } - } i i }
45SEe1SYy)) the U.S. Department of Homeland Security or other federal

agency.

(7) "U.S. citizens" are one of the following:

(a) Individuals born in the United States or 1its territories
(Guam, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands; also residents of the
Northern Mariana Islands who elected to become U.S. citizens).

(b).((Aﬁef%e&ﬁ—%ﬁd%&ﬁ%—befﬁ—eﬂ%ﬁiée—%he—%H%T—%H%%eﬁ%—feg&fé—%e

+e))) Individuals who have become naturalized U.S. citizens.

((#)) (c) Individuals born abroad to at least one U.S. citizen
parent depending on conditions at the time of their birth, per title
8, subchapter III, section 1401 of the United States Code.

((#e¥)) (d) Individuals who turn 18 years of age on or after Feb-
ruary 27, 2001, automatically become U.S. citizens if the following
conditions are met while the individual is under age 18 per INA 320.

(i) The individual is granted lawful permanent resident (LPR)
status;

(ii) At least one of the individual's parents is a U.S. citizen
by birth or naturalization; and

(11ii) The individual:

(A) Resides in the U.S. in the legal and physical custody of the
citizen parent; or

(B) Was adopted according to the requirements of INA 101 and re-
sides in the U.S. in the legal and physical custody of the citizen pa-
rent.

((#+£F)) (e) Individuals, who turned 18 before February 27, 2001,
would have automatically became a citizen if, while still under 18,
they became a lawful permanent resident and both of their parents were
naturalized. Such individuals also may have derived citizenship when
only one parent naturalized, 1if the other parent was dead or a U.S.
citizen by birth, or the individual's parents were separated and the
naturalized parent had custody.
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(8) "U.S. nationals" are persons who owe permanent allegiance to
the U.S. and may enter and work in the U.S. without restriction. The
following are the only persons classified as U.S. nationals:

(a) Persons born in American Samoa or Swain's Island after Decem-
ber 24, 1952; and

(b) Residents of the Northern Mariana Islands who did not elect
to become U.S. citizens.

(9) "American Indians" born outside the U.S. are eligible for
benefits without regard to immigration status or date of entry if:

(a) They were born in Canada and are 50% American Indian blood
(but need not belong to a federally recognized tribe); or

(b) They are members of a federally recognized Indian tribe or
Alaskan Native village or corporation.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-18-005, filed 8/22/13, effective
10/1/13)

WAC 388-424-0006 Citizenship and alien status—Date of entry.
(1) A person who physically entered the U.S. prior to August 22, 1996,
and who continuously resided in the U.S. prior to becoming a "quali-
fied alien" (as defined in WAC 388-424-0001) is not subject to the
five-year bar on receiving TANF.

(2) A person who entered the U.S. prior to August 22, 1996, but
became "qualified" on or after August 22, 1996, or who physically en-
tered the U.S. on or after August 22, 1996, and who requires five
years of residency to be eligible for federal Basic Food, can only
count years of residence during which they were a "qualified alien."

(3) A person who physically entered the U.S. on or after August
22, 1996, is subject to the five-year bar for TANF unless exempt. The
five-year bar starts on the date that "qualified" status is obtained.

(4) The following '"qualified aliens," as defined in WAC
388-424-0001, are exempt from the five-year bar:

a) ((Amerosian taowful permanentresidents)) Amerasians;

(

(b) Asylees;

(c) Cuban/Haitian entrants;

(d) Persons granted withholding of deportation or removal;

(e) Refugees;

(f) Special immigrants from Iraqg and Afghanistan;

(g) Victims of trafficking who have been certified or had their
eligibility approved by the ((effiece—of refugee resettlement—{(ORR)))
federal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS); and

(h) Lawful permanent residents, parolees, or battered aliens, as
defined in WAC 388-424-0001, who are also an armed services member or
veteran as described in WAC 388-424-0007 ((=)) ; and

(1) Citizens of the Republic of the Marshall TIslands, the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau.

(1) Individuals from Ukraine and their family members admitted as
humanitarian parolees between February 24, 2022, and September 30,
2024, and whose parole has not been terminated by the secretary of the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), who are:

(1) Citizens or nationals of Ukraine;
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(1i) Non-Ukrainian individuals who were habitually residing in
Ukraine, and have documentation confirming last habitual residence in

Ukraine;
(1ii) A spouse or child of an individual described in subsections
(1) —-(ii) of this section who 1is paroled into the U.S. after September

30, 2023; or

(iv) An individual who is paroled into the U.S. after September
30, 2023, as a parent, legal guardian, or primary caregiver of an un-
accompanied refugee minor or an unaccompanied child who meets the con-
ditions described in subsections (i)-(ii) of this section.

(k) Afghan nationals paroled into the U.S. between July 31, 2021,
and September 30, 2023, whose initial parole period has not expired or
who have been granted reparole: or

(1) An individual who was paroled into the U.S. after September
30, 2023, and is the spouse or child of an Afghan national as defined
in subsection (k) of this section; or

(1i) An individual who was paroled into the U.S. after September
30, 2023, and who is the parent or legal guardian of an individual as
defined in subsection (k) of this section who is determined to be an
unaccompanied child.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 04-15-004, filed 7/7/04, effective
8/7/04)

WAC 388-424-0007 Citizenship and alien status—Armed services or
veteran status. (1) An immigrant in one of the following categories
is considered a member of the armed forces or a veteran for purposes
of establishing eligibility for federal means-tested benefits as de-
fined in WAC 388-424-0008:

(a) On active duty in the U.S. military, other than active duty
for training; or

(b) An honorably discharged U.S. veteran; or

(c) A veteran of the military forces of the Philippines who
served prior to July 1, 1946, as described in Title 38, Section 107 of
the U.S. Code; or

(d) The spouse, unremarried widow or widower, or unmarried de-
pendent child of a veteran or active duty service member.

(2) An immigrant as described in subsection (1) ((abewve)) of this
section is not subject to the five-year bar on TANF, nonemergency med-
icaid, and SCHIP (see WAC 388-424-0010).

(3) An immigrant as described in subsection (1) ((abewve)) of this
section who is also a "qualified alien" as described in WAC
388-424-0020 ((HHrr)) (2) (b) is eligible for federal Basic Food.

(4) An immigrant is not subject to sponsor deeming in state fun-
ded programs (see WAC 388-450-0156(4) (c)) if in any of the categories
in subsection (1) ((abewe)) of this section or if:

(a) Employed by an agency of the U.S. government or served in the
armed forces of an allied country during a military conflict between
the U.S. and a military opponent; or

(b) The spouse, unremarried widow or widower, or unmarried de-
pendent child of a person in subsection (4) (a) of this section.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-20-001, filed 9/21/22, effective
10/22/22)

WAC 388-424-0015 Immigrant eligibility restrictions for the SFA,
ABD cash, and PWA programs. (1) To receive state family assistance
(SFA) benefits, you must be:

(a) A "qualified alien" as defined in WAC 388-424-0001 who is in-
eligible for temporary assistance to needy families (TANF) due to the
five-year bar as described in WAC 388-424-0006;

(b) A "nonqualified alien"™ who meets the Washington state resi-
dency requirements in WAC 388-468-0005, including a noncitizen Ameri-
can Indian who does not meet the criteria in WAC 388-424-0001; or

(c) A "survivor of certain crimes" as defined in WAC
388-424-0001.

(2) To receive aged, blind, or disabled (ABD) cash or pregnant
women assistance (PWA) benefits, you must be:

(a) A "U.S. citizen" as defined in WAC 388-424-0001;

(b) A "U.S. national" as defined in WAC 388-424-0001;

(c) An "American Indian ( (beraeuwtside—+theH-5S+)) " as defined in
WAC 388-424-0001;

(d) A "qualified alien" as defined in WAC 388-424-0001; or

(e) A "nonqualified alien" as defined in WAC 388-424-0001 who,
the U.S. ((Immigration—ond—Customs—Enforeement)) Department of Home-
land Security is not taking steps to enforce their departure; or

(f) A "survivor of certain crimes" as defined in WAC
388-424-0001.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-02-035, filed 12/29/22, effective
1/29/23)

WAC 388-424-0020 How does my alien status impact my eligibility
for federally funded Basic Food benefits? (1) If you are a U.S. citi-
zen or U.S. national as defined in WAC 388-424-0001 and meet all other
eligibility requirements, you may receive federal Basic Food benefits.

(2) If you are not a U.S. citizen or U.S. national, you must fall
within (a) or (b) of this subsection, and meet all other eligibility
requirements, in order to receive federal Basic Food benefits:

(a) You are a member of one of the following groups of lawful im-
migrants as defined in WAC 388-424-0001:

(1) Amerasian;

(ii) Asylee;

(11ii) Cuban or Haitian entrant;

(iv) Deportation or removal withheld;

(v) Refugee;

(vi) Afghan nationals paroled into the U.S. between July 31,
2021, and September 30, ((268622+)) 2023; or

(A) Their spouse or child paroled into the U.S. after September
30, ((2822)) 2023; or

(B) Their parent or legal guardian paroled into the U.S. after
September 30, 2023, if they were an unaccompanied child when paroled
into the U.S.;

(vii) Special immigrant from Irag or Afghanistan;

(viii) ((VHetdim)) Certified victim of trafficking;
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(ix) Noncitizen American Indian; ((e®¥))

(x) Hmong or Highland Lao tribal member ((=)) 2

(xi) Individuals from the Ukraine granted humanitarian parole be-
tween February 24, 2022, and September 30, 2024; or

(A) Their spouses and children paroled into the U.S. after Sep-
tember 30, 2023; or

(B) A parent, legal guardian, or primary caregiver of an unaccom-
panied refugee minor or an unaccompanied child who is paroled into the
U.S. after September 30, 2023;

(xii) Citizens of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau.

(b) You are a member of one of the following groups of qualified
aliens as defined in WAC 388-424-0001:

(1) Conditional entrant;

(ii) Lawful permanent resident (LPR);

(iii) Paroled for one year or more; oOr

(

iv) ((Irdividuats—frombkraine—granted humanttarian—parote—be—

© rteo—the U S——after September 305 2623, oF
+v¥)) Abused spouse or child, ((e¥)) parent ((exr)) of an abused
child, or child of an abused spouse ((er—ehitd)).

((++F)) (v) And, one of the following also applies to you:

(A) You have worked or can get credit for 40 Social Security Ad-
ministration (SSA) work quarters - as described in WAC 388-424-0008;

(B) You are an active duty personnel or honorably discharged wvet-
eran of the U.S. military or you are the spouse, unmarried surviving
spouse, or unmarried dependent child of someone who meets this re-
quirement, as described in WAC 388-424-0007;

(C) You receive cash or medical benefits based on supplemental
security income (SSI) criteria for blindness or disability;

(D) You have lived in the U.S. as a "qualified alien" as descri-
bed in WAC 388-424-0001 for at least five years;

(E) You are under age 18; or

(F) You were lawfully residing in the U.S. on August 22, 199¢,
and were born on or before August 22, 1931.

(3) If you are a legal immigrant not eligible for federal bene-
fits under Basic Food only because of your alien status, you may be
eligible for state-funded food assistance program (FAP) benefits under
WAC 388-400-0050.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-02-014, filed 12/27/21, effective
2/1/22)

WAC 388-424-0030 How does my immigration status impact my eligi-
bility for state-funded benefits under the food assistance program?
(1) If you are not a U.S. citizen and are not eligible for federally
funded basic food benefits, you may be eligible for state-funded bene-
fits under the food assistance program (FAP) if you are:
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(a) A "qualified alien" as defined in WAC 388-424-0001, who does
not meet the eligibility requirements under WAC 388-424-0020 to re-
ceive federally funded basic food benefits;

(b) A "nonqualified alien" as described in WAC 388-424-0001 who:

(i) Is not a nonimmigrant as described in WAC 388-424-0001 (3)
((4e)) (o)

(ii) Intends to stay in the United States indefinitely; and

(iii) The United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement is
not taking steps to enforce your departure; or

(c) A "survivor of certain crimes" as defined in WAC
388-424-0001(4) .

(2) If you are eligible for state-funded FAP, we calculate vyour
benefits as described under WAC 388-400-0050.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-19-027, filed 9/8/14, effective
10/9/14)

WAC 388-436-0002 1If my family has an emergency, can I get help
from DSHS to get or keep our housing or utilities? DSHS has a program
called additional requirements for emergent needs (AREN). If your fam-
ily has an emergency and you need assistance to get or keep safe hous-
ing or utilities, you may be eligible. The ((speeiat)) AREN payment is
in addition to the regular monthly cash grant your family may already
get.

(1) To get AREN, you must:

(a) Be eligible for temporary assistance for needy families
(TANF) ((+)) or state family assistance (SFA) ((—er—refuyg cash—-assis
fanee—REAY) ) ;

(b) Have an emergency housing or utility need;

(c) Have a good reason that you do not have enough money to pay
your housing or utility costs; and

(d) Have not previously received the AREN maximum limit of ( (sevw—
enr—hundred—fifty—dotdars)) S$750 in a 12-month period. We will count
all AREN payments received in a 12-month period by any adult in your
TANF assistance unit, for any assistance unit, when we calculate your
AREN limit.

(2) To get AREN, you must be eligible for TANF((+)) or SFA ((+—e=
REA) ). This means you must:

(a) Get benefits through TANF((+)) or SFA((+—er—REA)) ( (Feor—REcA
S ZOI it o+ ~ 1 o e v aocren o + +r K~z ENE2 13 a1 n'ln-I'In'l))- or
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(b) Apply for TANF ((+)) or SFA ((=ame—REA7)) and meet all eligi-

bility criteria including:

(1) The maximum earned income limit under WAC 388-478-0035;

(ii) The requirement that your unearned income not exceed the
grant payment standard;

(iii) The requirement that your countable income as defined under
WAC 388-450-0162 must be below the payment standard in WAC
388-478-0020 when you have both earned income and unearned income;

(iv) The resource limits under chapter 388-470 WAC;

(v) The program summary rules for either TANF (WAC 388-400-0005)
((+)) or SFA (WAC 388-400-0010) ( (+—orREAHAC—388-4060-06636))); and

(vi) The requirement that you must be pregnant or have an eligi-
ble child.
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(3) If you do not get or do not want to get TANF ((+)) or SFA ((er
REA) ), you cannot get AREN to help with housing or utility costs. We
will look to see if you are eligible for diversion cash assistance
(DCA) under WAC 388-432-0005.

(4) To get AREN, you must have an emergency housing or utility
need. You may get AREN to help pay to:

(a) Prevent eviction or foreclosure;

(b) Get housing if you are homeless or need to leave your home
because of domestic wviolence;

(c) Hook up or prevent a shut off of utilities related to your
health and safety. We consider the following utilities to be needed
for health and safety:

(i) Electricity or fuel for heating, lighting, or cooking;

(11) Water;

(11ii) Sewer; and

(iv) Basic local telephone service if it 1is necessary for vyour
basic health and safety. If you receive TANF or SFA, the Washington
telephone assistance program (WTAP) may be used to help you pay for
basic local telephone service.

(d) Repair damage or defect to your home when it causes a risk to
your health or safety:

(1) If you own the home, we may approve AREN for the least expen-
sive method of ending the risk to your health or safety;

(ii) If you do not own the home, you must ask the landlord in
writing to fix the damage according to the Residential Landlord-Tenant
Act at chapter 59.18 RCW. If the landlord refuses to fix the damage or
defect, we may pay for the repair or pay to move you to a different
place whichever cost is lower.

(e) If you receive TANF or SFA, WorkFirst support services under
WAC 388-310-0800 may be used to help you relocate to new housing to
get a job, keep a job, or participate in WorkFirst activities. Non-
housing expenses that are not covered under AREN may be paid under
WorkFirst support services. This includes expenses such as car repair,
diapers, or clothing.

(5) To get AREN, you must have a good reason for not having
enough money to pay for your housing or utility costs. You must prove
that you:

(a) Did not have money available that you normally use to pay
your rent and utilities due to an emergency situation that reduced
your income (such as a long-term illness or injury);

(b) Had to use your money to pay for necessary Or emergency ex-
penses. Examples of necessary or emergency expenses include:

(1) Basic health and safety needs for shelter, food, and cloth-
ing;

i) Medical care;

ii) Dental care needed to get a job or because of pain;

v) Emergency child care;

) Emergency expenses due to a natural disaster, accident, or
injury; and

(vi) Other reasonable and necessary expenses.

(c) Are currently homeless; or

(d) Had your family's cash grant reduced or suspended when we
budgeted your expected income for the month, but the income will not
be available to pay for the need when the payment is due. You must
make attempts to negotiate later payments with your landlord or utili-
ty company before you can get AREN.
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(6) In addition to having a good reason for not having enough
money to pay for your costs, you must also explain how you will afford
to pay for the on-going need in the future. We may deny AREN if your
expenses exceed your income (if you are living beyond your means). We
may approve AREN to help you get into housing you can afford.

(7) If you meet the above requirements, we decide the amount we
will pay based on the following criteria.

(a) AREN payments may be made up to a maximum of ( (sevenr—hundred
+fEy—dettars—3a—a)) $750 in a 12-month period.

(b) The number of AREN payments you can receive is not limited,
as long as the total amount received by all adults in the assistance
unit for any assistance unit, does not exceed the ((sevenr—hundred—Fif—
fy—dettar)) $750 limit in a 12-month period. If you or another adult
in your assistance unit have already received the limit, you may not
be eligible to receive additional payments.

(c) We will determine if any adult TANF/SFA recipient living in
your household has already received the AREN limit.

(d) We have the discretion to approve an AREN payment above the
( (sevrenr—hundred—Ffiftydottar)) S$750 limit when your health and safety
are in imminent danger.

(e) The amount of AREN is 1in addition to the amount of vyour
monthly TANF ((+)) oxr SFA ((+ex1REA)) cash grant.

(f) We will decide the lowest amount we must pay to end vyour
housing or utility emergency. We will contact your landlord, utility
company, or other vendor for information to make this decision. We may
take any of the following steps when deciding the lowest amount to

pay:

£
-

(1) We may ask you to arrange a payment plan with your landlord
or utility company. This could include us making a partial payment,
and you setting up a plan for you to repay the remaining amount you
owe over a period of time.

(ii) We may have you use some of the money you have available in
cash, checking, or savings to help pay for the expense. We will look
at the money you have available as well as your bills when we decide
how much we will pay.

(iii) We may consider income that is excluded or disregarded for
cash assistance benefit calculations, such as SSI, as available to
meet your emergency housing need.

(iv) We may consider money other individuals such as family or
friends voluntarily give you. We will not count loans of money that
you must repay to friends or family members.

(v) We may consider money from a nonneedy caretaker relative that
lives in the home.

(vi) We may look at what other community resources you currently
have to help you with your need.

(g) The ((seven—hundred—fiftydettar)) $750 limit applies to the
following people even if they leave the assistance unit:

(1) Adults; and

(ii) Minor parents that get AREN when no adults are in the assis-
tance unit.

(8) We pay AREN directly to the landlord, mortgage company, util-
ity, or other vendor.

(9) We may assign you a protective payee for your monthly grant
under WAC 388-460-0020.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-02-035, filed 12/29/22, effective
1/29/23)

WAC 388-466-0005 Immigration status requirements for refugee
cash assistance. (1) You may be eligible for refugee cash assistance
(RCA) if you can provide documentation ( (issuved—lby—the—H-S—Citizen
ship—and—TImmigration—Servieces—USEES)y5)) that shows you are:

(a) Admitted as a refugee under section 207 of the Immigration
and Nationalities Act (INA);

(b) Paroled into the U.S. as a refugee or asylee under section
212 (d) (5) of the INA;

i
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+e)) Granted asylum under section 208 of the INA;

((#e¥)) (d) Admitted as an Amerasian Immigrant from Vietnam
through the orderly departure program, under section 584 of the For-
eign Operations Appropriations Act, incorporated in the FY88 Continu-
ing Resolution P.L. 100-((2%2)) 202;

((#£F)) (e) A Cuban-Haitian entrant who ( (was—admitted—as—a—pub—

i i )) meets the
reguirements in 45 CFR part 401.2;

((#g¥)) J(f) Certified as a victim of human trafficking by the
federal ((effiece—of—refugee—resetttement—(ORR))) U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS);

((r)) (9) An eligible family member of a wvictim of human traf-
ficking certified by ((6RR)) HHS who has a T-2, T-3, T-4, ((ex)) T-5,
or T-6 Visa;

((#)) _(h) Afghan nationals paroled into the U.S. between July
31, 2021, and September 30, ((2622)) 2023; or

(1) ((&m)) An individual who was paroled into the U.S. after Sep-
tember 30, ((2622)) 2023, and is the spouse or child of an Afghan na-
tional as defined in subsection ((#+)) (h) of this section; or

(1i) ((am)) An individual who was paroled into the U.S. after
September 30, 2023, and is the parent or legal guardian of an individ-
ual defined in subsection ((+r)) (h) of this section who is deter-
mined to be an unaccompanied child;

(()) (i) Admitted as Special Immigrant from Irag or Afghani-
stan under section 101 (a) (27) of the INA, or special immigrant condi-
tional permanent resident, or paroled under section 602 (B) (1) AAPA/Sec
1059 (a) NDAA 2006;

((H<r)) (d) Individuals from Ukraine admitted as humanitarian pa-
rolees between February 24, 2022, and September 30, ((2623)) 2024, and
whose parole has not been terminated by the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS), who:

(1) ((&xe)) Are citizens or nationals of Ukraine;

(ii) ((ere)) Are non-Ukrainian individuals, who were habitually
residing in Ukraine, and have documentation confirming last habitual
residence in Ukraine;

(iii) ((a¥re)) Are individuals who were first granted humanitarian
parole, and then obtained temporary protected status (TPS). They are
eligible for refugee cash assistance until the end of their parole
term due to underlying receipt of humanitarian parole;

(iv) ((a&xe)) Are children or spouses of someone paroled into the
U.S. under subsection ((4%&)})) (3) of this section and who are paroled
into the U.S. after September 30, 2023; or
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(v) ((#s)) Is the parent, legal guardian, or primary caregiver of

an individual described in subsection ((#&r)) (j) of this section who
is determined to be an unaccompanied child.
(2) ((&)) An individual with lawful permanent resident ((adtiern))

(LPR) status meets the immigration status requirements for RCA if the
individual was previously in one of the statuses described in subsec-
tions (1) (a) through ((#&r)) (j) of this section.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-02-032, filed 12/28/22, effective
1/28/23)

WAC 388-466-0120 Refugee cash assistance (RCA). (1) Who can ap-
ply for refugee cash assistance (RCA)?

Anyone can apply to the department of social and health services
(DSHS) for refugee cash assistance and have their eligibility deter-
mined within 30 days.

(2) How do I know if I qualify for RCA?

You may be eligible for RCA if you meet all of the following con-
ditions:

(a) You ( (havre—resided—in—the United—States——for Jess—tha 3
merths)) meet the immigration status reguirements of WAC 388-466-0005;

(b) You ( (meet—+the—dmmigration—Sstatus—reguirements—eof —WALC
388—466—00665)) have had the gualifying immigration status described in
subsection (a) of this section for less than 12 months;

(c) You meet the income and resource requirements under chapters
388-450 and 388-470 WAC, except we do not count a one-time resettle-
ment cash payment that a resettlement agency may use to cover direct
assistance costs, such as rent, household goods, and other essential
needs (WAC 388-466-0140) ;

+ 1 2
z

n
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(d) You meet the work and training requirements of WAC
388-466-0150; and

(e) ((¥ew)) If vyou are a refugee, you provide the name of the
( (voturtary—agenrey—VOEAG))) resettlement agency which ((kedlped—bring

his—eountry)) resettled you.

N
(3) at are the other reasons for not being eligible for RCA?
You may not be able to get RCA if you:
(a) Are eligible for temporary assistance for needy families
(TANF) ( (er—suppltemental—seceurityineceome—{5SE))); or

(b) Have been denied TANF due to your refusal to meet TANF eligi-
bility requirements; or

(c) Are employable and have, without good cause, voluntarily quit
or refused to accept a bona fide offer of employment within 30 consec-
utive days immediately prior to your application for RCA; or

(d) Are a full-time student in a college or university.

(4) What if I am 65 years of age or older, blind, or disabled?

You may be eligible for supplemental security income (SSI). If
vou also meet the eligibility requirements for RCA, vou may be eligi-
ble to receive RCA benefits for up to 12 months or until SSI benefits
are authorized, whichever occurs sooner.

( (HA—FF——F——=m——an—asylee;—what
date))

(5) If I meet the requirements for the RCA program, what date
will be used as the start date of the 12-month RCA benefit period?

31 1 1n oA o o SN Nt vz
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The date that will be used as the start of the 12-month RCA bene-
fit period is the date that vou gqualify for federal refugee resettle-
ment services based on your immigration status.

(a) The start date of the 12-month RCA benefit period will be the
date vou entered the United States if you are a(n):

(1) Refugee;

(1i) Amerasian;

(1ii) Special TImmigrant Visa (SIV) holder from Irag or Afghani-

stan;

(iv) Afghan Special Immigrant Parolee (SI/SQ); or

(v) Afghan individual with Special TImmigrant (SI) Conditional
Permanent Residence (CPR).

(b) If vou are a Cuban-Haitian entrant, the start date of the 12-
month RCA benefit period is the date you entered Cuban-Haitian entrant
status.

(c) If you are an asylee, ((your—entry—date)) the state date of
the 12-month RCA benefit period will be the date that your asylum sta-
tus i1s granted. For example: You entered the United States on December
1, ((¥898)) 2021, as a tourist, then applied for asylum on April 1,
((26068)) 2022, interviewed with the asylum office on July 1, ((2668))

2022, and were granted asylum on September 1, ((26868)) 2022. ((¥eur
rEry—date—ds—September—1—20060-—0n)) September 1, ((2668)) 2022,
( (you—may—be—etigible—Ffor—refuyg cash—assistanee)) will be used as

the start date of yvour 12-month RCA benefit period.

(d) If vou are certified as a victim of human trafficking, the
start date of the 12-month RCA benefit period will be the date on the
certification, eligibility, or interim assistance letter from the fed-
eral U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).

(e) If you are a Ukrainian humanitarian parolee that entered the
United States between February 24, 2022, and September 30, 2023, the
start date of the 12-month RCA benefit period is May 21, 2022, or the
date yvou were granted parole, whichever is later. If vyvou entered the
United States between October 1, 2023, and September 30, 2024, vour
date of eligibility is April 24, 2024, or the date vyou were Jgranted
parole, whichever is later.

(f) If you are an Afghan humanitarian parolee that entered the
United States between July 31, 2021, and September 30, 2023, the start
date of the 12-month RCA benefit period is October 1, 2021, (if vyou
entered between July 31, 2021, and September 30, 2021) or the date you
"entered the community," whichever is later.

((#5F)) (&) If I am a victim of human trafficking, what kind of
documentation do I need to provide to be eligible for RCA?

You are eligible for RCA to the same extent as a refugee if you

are:

(a) An adult wvictim, 18 years of age or older, you provide the
original certification letter from the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services ((4PHHS))) _(HHS), and you meet eligibility requirements
in ( (sgbseetions)) subsection (2) ((er—ame—+c)) of this section. You
do not have to provide any other documentation of vyour immigration
status. ((¥Yeuvr—ertry date—wiltl—be—the date—on—your—certification—det
tery))

(b) A child victim under the age of 18, in which case you do not
need to be certified. ((PHHS)) HHS issues a special eligibility or in-
terim assistance letter for children. Children also have to meet in-
come eligibility requirement;

(c) A family member of a certified wvictim of human trafficking,
you have a T-2, T-3, T-4, ((e¥)) T-5, or T-6 Visa (Derivative T-Vi-
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sas), and you meet the eligibility requirements in subsections (2) (c)
and (d) of this section.

4] A
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5 cash—grantprovided—fteo—vyou by yourVoLAGS))
(7) ((What—&s—%he—effeetive—da%e—ef—my—e%&g&b&%&ty—fef)) When can
I start receiving RCA?

The date DSHS has sufficient information to make an eligibility
decision is the date ((yeu®r)) you can start receiving RCA ((begins))
(WAC 388-406-0055) .

(8) ((When—does—my RCA—end)) How long can I recei
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States)) You can receive up to 12 months of RCA benefits starting from
the month of the date vou become eligible for services through the
federal office of refugee resettlement (ORR). For example, if ((yeu
aAtered—the—United—States)) the date vou qgqualify for ORR services is
((em)) May 28, 2022, May 2022 is ((yewr)) the first month and April
2023 is ((yewxr)) the last month ((ef)) you may be eligible to receive
RCA.

(b) The date that starts the 12-month eligibility period for RCA
is the date you are eligible for ORR services, not the date of appli-
cation for RCA. The actual number of months vou receive RCA benefits
depends on the date you apply and are approved for RCA. You will only
be able to receive RCA for the number of months between RCA approval
and the last day of the 12th month from vyour date of eligibility for
ORR services. For example, if the date you are eligible for ORR serv-
ices is May 1, 2022, and vyou applied and were approved for RCA on No-
vember 1, 2022, vou will only be eligible for up to six months of RCA
benefits, from November 2022 until April 2023.

((#¥)) (c) If you get a job, your income will affect your RCA
based on the TANF rules (chapter 388-450 WAC). If you earn more than
is allowed by WAC 388-478-0035, you are no longer eligible for RCA.

((#e¥)) (d) You may receive RCA benefits for more months if the
federal office of refugee resettlement extends the eligibility period.

(9) Are there other reasons why RCA may end?

Your RCA also ends if:

(a) You move out of Washington state;

(b) Your unearned income or resources go over the maximum limit
(WAC 388-466-0140); or

(c) You, without good cause, refuse to meet refugee employment
and training requirements (WAC 388-466-0150).

(10) Will my spouse be eligible for RCA, if they arrive in the
U.S. after me?

When your spouse arrives 1in the United States, DSHS determines
their eligibility for RCA and other income assistance programs.

(a) Your spouse may be eligible for up to 12 months of RCA based
on ((thetr—date—of arrivat—inte—the United—States)) the date they
qualify for federal refugee settlement services through the federal
office of refugee resettlement.

(b) If you live together, you and your spouse are part of the
same assistance unit and your spouse's eligibility for RCA is deter-
mined based on you and your spouse's combined income and resources
(WAC 388-466-0140).

(11) ((can—TE—get—additional money inanemergeney?
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+12))) What can I do if I disagree with a decision or action that
has been taken by DSHS on my case-?

If you disagree with a decision or action taken on your case by
the department, you have the right to request a review of your case or
an administrative hearing (WAC 388-02-0090). Your request must be made
within 90 days of the date of the decision or action.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-02-032, filed 12/28/22, effective
1/28/23)

WAC 388-466-0150 Refugee employment and training services. (1)
What are refugee employment and training services?

Refugee employment and training services provided to eligible
refugees may include information and referral, employment-oriented
case management, job development, Jjob placement, job retention, wage
progression, skills training, on-the-job training, counseling and ori-
entation, English as a second language, and vocational English train-
ing.

(2) Am I required to participate in refugee employment and train-
ing services?

If you are receiving refugee cash assistance (RCA) you are re-
quired to participate in refugee employment and training services, un-
less you are exempt.

(3) How do I know if I am exempt from mandatory employment and
training requirements?

You may be exempt from participation in employment and training
requirements if you are:

(a) An adult with a severe and chronic disability as defined be-
low:

(1) You have been assessed by a DSHS SSI facilitator as likely to
be approved for SSI and are required to apply for SSI. Your SSI appli-
cation status may be verified through the SSI facilitator or state da-
ta exchange; or

(ii) Your disability is a severe and chronic mental, physical,
emotional, or cognitive impairment that prevents you from working and
is expected to last at least 12 months. Your disability must be veri-
fied by documentation from a behavioral health organization (BHO), re-
gional service area (RSA), or evidence from another medical or mental
health professional; or

(b) Required to be in the home to care for another adult with
disabilities when:

(1) The adult with disabilities cannot be left alone for signifi-
cant periods of time;

(ii) No adult other than yourself is available and able to pro-
vide the care;

(iii) The adult with the disability is related to you;

(iv) You are unable to participate in work activities because you
are required to be in the home to provide care; and

(v) The disability and your need to care for your disabled adult
relative is verified by documentation from the developmental disabili-
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ties administration (DDA) , division of <vocational rehabilitation
(DVR), home and community services (HCS), division of behavioral
health and recovery (DBHR), a behavioral health organization (BHO),
regional service area (RSA), or evidence from another medical or men-
tal health professional.

(c) Sixty years of age or older.

(d) Unable to participate in work activities because you are the
victim of family violence.

(4) If I am required to participate, what do I have to do?

You are required to:

(a) Register with your employment service provider;

(b) Accept and participate in all employment opportunities,
training, or referrals, determined appropriate by the department.

(5) What happens if I do not follow these requirements?

If you refuse without good reason to cooperate with the require-
ments, you are subject to the following penalties:

(a) ((H—vov—are—appltyingforrefugee—eash assistance;—yoxw)) You
will be ineligible for ((36—days—from—thedate—-ofvyour—refusal—+te—ae
eept—work—or—trainingopportunity)) refugee cash assistance if you,
without good cause, voluntarily guit employment or refused to accept a
bona fide offer of employment within 30 consecutive days immediately
prior to your application for RCA; or

(b) If you are already receiving refugee cash assistance, vyour
cash benefits will be subject to financial penalties.

(c) The department will notify your ((veturtary—agerey—VOoEAG)))
resettlement agency if financial penalties take place.

(6) What are the penalties to my grant?

The penalties to your grant are:

(a) If the assistance unit includes other individuals as well as
yourself, the cash grant is reduced by the sanctioned refugee's amount
for three months after the first occurrence. For ((the—seecond—oeecur—

B . e 1 . R : e -
tioned—refugeels—I2—meontheligibility period)) each subsequent occur-
rence, the cash grant is reduced by the sanctioned refugee's amount
for six months.

(b) If you are the only person in the assistance unit, your cash
grant is terminated for three months after the first occurrence. For
( (Ehe—seeond)) each subsequent occurrence, your grant 1s terminated
for ((the—remainder—of vyouvrI2—month eligibility period)) six months.

(7) How can I avoid the penalties?

You can avoid the penalties((+)) 1if you accept employment or
training before the last day of the month in which your cash grant is
closed.

(8) What is considered a good reason for not being able to follow
the requirements?

You have a good reason for not following the requirements if it
was not possible for you to stay on the job or to follow through on a
required activity due to an event outside of your control. See WAC
388-310-1600(3) for examples.
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